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Advertiſement. | 


T is a Conſiderable point in, 7 be Heads of 
Agreement. lately Voted among 'the Uni- 
ted Miniſterg,, formerly called Presbyte- 
ria and Congregational, in the Enghſh Na- 

ion 3 » © That che Papers of Particular-Churches | 
* ought to have frequent Meetings together,” 
© that by mutual Advice, Support, Encourage- 
" ment, and Brotherly Intercourte, they ma 

F * ſtrengthen the Hearts and Hands of ea 
* other, in the wayes of the Lord 5 Ant, That - 

* the Particular Churches, thei? Reſpedtive EF 

* ders and Members, otzght to have a Reveren 
* tial Regard unto heir Judgment. | 

The Minilters of Boſton, and ſome Towns 
adjacent, than whom there are *none' morg 

Hearty in,the Unton of their Bretfhret'at Lon» 

don, chought it not enough to' have their Occaſes 

nal Meetmgs, which they have wo 6 gy 
ally aiter their Publick Lefures, 

therefore OFob. 't4. 1690. in a, more ſignifi - 

manner, Aſſociate chetn{bly88, for the otng | 

oi the Goſpel, and' their mutual Afliſtance im + ; 
the Service of it, T _ Reſolyed, That they ,. wt 


 ', would 
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T> | 
would Meet the Firi? | or Se nd SMendey, of 
Eve:y "Month { Except the Wizter 
Ones, ] in th? Library of Harvard Colledge, at 
Cambr:dge. Their Moderator they chooſd, pro 
Tempore ; who Cenclades the Convention, where- 
in he is Choſen, ai:d Begins the next with 
Prazer. He propounds the Matters to be- De- 
bated, and Receives the Suffrages of the Bre- 
thren upon the Debates, in their Aſcending Or- 
der. He Reſerves the Papers belonging to the 
Aſſembly, and Appoinis their Aſſembling upon 
any Emergencies. ey all S«5ſcribe the Rules 
of their Aſſociation, and may not Forſake it, or 
Negle ic, without giving .a ſufficient Reaſon 
for their doing ſo. They Adviſe each othes 


- with all Fraternal Charity, in their occurring} 


Difficulcies. T4&y upon Hearing, offer what 
Aizvice thy can to any that may from abroad 
in their Difticule Circumſtances, repair unta 
them. - When ch2y have no Caſes brought un- 
to them. fram others, they ordinarily provide 
ſfoms far Themſelves : upon wl:ich, Every 
on: having. freely declared his mind, it is all 
ſammed,; up, iv Pr.po/itzons, which being Vo- 
red, Say 4 Entred in their Memorials. Be- 
hold, the Methods obſerved by an 4ſffecciation 


ot Miniſters, who without Aſlumiang the leaft 
Authorgy unto themielves, over any others in 
_ thg'world, have been wiiling this way as well 
| zo, t-engthenl themſ:ives ig the Great W6:k of 

F- Gloritying 


— © 4 


of | Gtorilying the Lord Fo hull, & wich che 
(0) 


their Ntudies to oblige Al] ®thers that 

may ſee cauſe to make uſe thereof. 
Now, he Aſeciated Minifters, finding them- 
ſelves often called upon, by many. abroad in 
the Countrey, to Anſwer over again, many 
Cafes, which they have already Aniwered, they 
permicced me, ( who am among the Sewenteer, 
Alinzmus omnium @&« Infirmus merito,,) to publiſh 
out of their Memorials, the CASES, here Ten- 


dered unto the, publick. But, if they have _ 


conſulted their own Egſe, by this .Publication, 
I eaſily toreſee, that they have alfa made the 
more Work for themſelves, by thus Encovra- 
pug_ CASES to be brought unto them. 
And yet, rather for the Good of others, than 

their own Epſe.; I am certajn, it will exceed- 
ingly Rejoyce them, if their Example may 
provoke. the Minſter in other parts of the 
Countrey, no longer to fatisfy themfclves with 
LUngertain Viſits unto each other, b.t in the molt 
proficable manner their Diſcretion *may direct 
them, to have tlicir Stated Meetings, tor the 
Help of each other, in the Affairs of the King- 
dom of God ; and not let any little Differences, 
or Jealouſics, or Sel!-Conſcious Irregularities, 
or," untreatable Morofiti:s, or any other Lett/2- 
neſſes in Converfation, hinder them from ſo 
Dwelling together, as to have the precfous Oznr- 1 
ment on the Head of our Great High Prieſt, , © 
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running dowp upon them. The Wo to bim that 
3s Alom,, certainly may be prevented, by . Sza- 
ted Meetings of our Paftors, and they may not 
ogly be ſenfible, that they have need enough 
often to be Together, but alſo ſpend their Time, 
ut qui ſciant Dominum audire, when they arg 
Together : without any danger of overwhelm- 
ing the Rights of Particular Churebes, by Claffi- 
cal Combinations. While our Famous HOOXK- 
ER Lived, the ZAertings of Paſtors in their ſe- 
veral Vicinities, were mentained and cheriſhed 


F - in the Colony of Connetticar, and managed 


with no little Advantage to all the Colony. 
And no doubt, more than the Maſſachuſett:Pro- 
vince, may be Edified by the Efteats of ' ſuch 
Meetings therein, though they were no other, 
than what are Communicated in the Enſuing 


Pages, 


Cotton Mather. 


CASE 
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CASE [ 


A QUEST ION 


IWhet ber the CHURCH COVENANT " is : 
the Churches of New: Szarabet be wy "Down 


Ifparien * ? 


T, 


T is ; to be AMired, That bh” 
particular Congregational Churcher by. 
"Chriſt's Appunitmient, who aie"ordi-' 

- -naxily. to meer together for , 
| Worſhip, and mutual Edificatibn. 

That there is a difin# Relatios of Mem-" 


ublick 


2. 
berſhip, which perſons bear to that Individual 
Sogety, which they bear : not to other "Chriſtie 


ans and. Societies. 


3.-- That, there'js a nower of Diſc line fea- 
ul by Chrilt in every ſuch” Organized Con- 


F 4 regatton. 


4. That the Officers, of ſuch a Congregatt- 


= are ſo Officers to them, as they are” not 


,other. 
"© he the Relation between, the Officers 
E. Members of fach a Church, aſt be madg 


by migual Cons 
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6. That ke IS belory to the Cn 
. That 'a | | 
thel.ch Vitble Church, and yet not bs 4 Mem- 
ber of a particular -Conftituted Church. 
| 7. That there nwſt.be' ſewerbing that Con- | | 
- Nicutes 7bis* particular Chinch, Denomi- 
nates a Member of ig - 4 © | 
8. That though Chriſtians are bound to || 
jayn with fome particular Society, yet they 
have a.liberty to. to which, according | 
to the general Golpel Rules. | 
9. That meer Colabitation doth not make 
a man a payer of ſuch a Church. 
.. 10,” That the limitation of Parochiel. biupds 
is meerly humane, 
Conſcience* of it fell, ; 
1T. That every man owes a ſubjetion to 
the Diſcipline of Chrilt in the 'Church where- 
|. of he #, and is liable to be authoritatively 
| called to an account for his Actions. 
| 12. That every Church ovght 'to be able, 
within it ſelf 10 uphold Church Diſcipline, when 
Civil Aut herity will not ſupport them in it. 
13. That every p:rſon, coming up to Com- 
munion in ali Goſpel Ordinances, and Privi- 
J=dges, owes a Profeſſion ot, and Submiſſion to 
the Goſpel Covenant. ' | | 
14- That a profeſſion of ſubjefion to the 
Governmezt that Chriſt hath appointed, and 
under which he purs himſelf, belungs to, and 
b a branch ol the Goſpel Copenant. 


and doth not | bind ''the 
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x5. That 


SS 
x5. That it is a duc = the ſeveral Chur? 
ches on occaſion, to 'Renew their Covenant, -in 
obligations to Duties that the times particular» 
ly call for. WNT. Ms 
x6, That a Churches thus Combining is: the . 
moſt likely way to promote the power, and 
pity of Religion. - Irs 5. | 
17. That the Light of mature faich, That . 


 wheneyer any company of men enter into a 


Socrety tor the practiſing of commen* Duties . there 
muſt be, and is, either spliciz, or explicit con- 
ſent between them, by which chey oblige them- 
ſelves : that belongs to every one that enters 
into ſuch a Society. | Y 


The Summ is, | 

| Particular Churches, being an Infſtituti>n of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and it being therefore 
the duty.of Chriſtians to joyn with particular 
Churches for the- Worſhip and Service of their 
Lord, and to ſingle out ' that particular Church, 
wherein they apprehend their preſent Edifica- 
tion moſt attainable, and to maintain Commus- 
nion with that Church, while the ſenſe ot Edi- 
fication thereto obliges them : all theſe axe Pu- 
ties of the Covenant of Grace : and hence it fol- 
lows, That our Lord Jeſus Chrift has required 
Chriſtians, to- acknowledge theſe Duties, and pro- 
feſs their Intention to artend them ; which is 
the yery thing done, in the pradiice of our 

ola Churches. 


WOW | | 

Churches. "That wr 3 ge Chutch Covenant 
as- commonly -practiſed- in the; Churches of. 
New Englayd, is according to Scripture, and 
not a meer Humane Invention, has theſe furthes ' 
1.;.Nething is more indiſputable, than that. 
under the Old Teſtament, the Church was Con- 
ſlicuted by:a'\Covenant; Nor was any.Profelyre 
admirted into that Church, but by leying held. 


if © on that Covenant. The Scriptures of the Old. 


Teſtament would therefore be direRtive to us, in; 
the caſe of the Church-Covenant, though- there 
were not ſo full mention of it in the New ;. as. 
they are in the caſe of the Churth-Fate of In- 
' fants, and the Santtification of the Lords Day ; 
which becauſe abundantly inſiſted on, . in the 
Old Teſtament, are in the New, more ſparingly 
mentioned. "4 
H. Nor is it a conſideration of no force for 
our Church Covenant, that the Scriptures which 
relate unto the Church in Goſpel-rimes, do carry 
the pl.in Intimation of fuch- a Covenant in 
them as is uſed in our Churches. Thus, 1/. 
62. 5. *tis faid of the Church, Thy Sons ſhall 
Marry ihe; which implies 4 Covenant, Thus, 
Þfa. 44. 5. ftis ſaid, One ſhall ſay, 1 am the Lords, 
end another ſhall ſubſcrthe with his hand unto the 
Lerd, end ([yrname himſelf by the name of Iſract : 
which alſo implies a Covenant. Thus, Ita. 56. 
4, 6. They chocſe the things that pleaſe me, _ 
| ta 
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take hold of niy Covenant. The Sons of the Pe 
er ſhall" jon themſelves to the Lord, to Serve 


im. | | | 
111. The State of Church Members under the 
New-Teftament, is declared to be that of Fellow 
Citizens; Eph. 2.19. Now there is no admiſfi- 
on unto Fus Civ#atis, or,. City priviledges, but 
by an Ad which carries a Covenant in it. 

IV. A Particular Church is not Conſftituted 
by meer Cobabitation, for” then' Infidels would 
be Church Members ; nor by meer Profeſſion, for 
then it would be impoſible co Cut off” ſeanda- 
lous Church Members by © Excommunication ; Nor 


by mcer Bapttſm, for then upon the Ceaſing 
of Memberſhip im a particular Church, a man - ., 


mult be Re baptized. 
V. If an Implicit Covenant, be abſolutely ne- 


ceſſiry to the Being of a Particular Church, then 


Explicit Covenanting, is but agreeatlle to the 
Law of Chriſt. But the former is true : where 
men do not Implicitly conſent, to worſhip the 
Lord Jeſus 'Chrilt together, according to his 
Inſtitucions, they neither are, nor can be a 
Church: Certainly for them to Engage Explicits 
ly to do lo, is a thing uncxceptionable. | 
VI. And that the practice of our Churches 
in this matter, is no New Prattice, we have 
plentiful . Teſtimonies. The practice of the 
Primitive Churches, to have a Sacted' Covenant 
among them, is Teſtified'by Futin Adartyr, by 
Es. EE | Terrullian, 


"71 


th ( I | 
TwrtuVian, and by Plinies __ to Trejen. . Since" 
the Reformation alſo, we find in ſeveral of the 
firſt Reforming Churches, the praftice of ſuch a 
Sacred . Covenant. | 

Mommrandim., The Miniſters ' of the Pro- 
vince, in a General Conventi -n, at' Boſtos, 
| May 26. 1698. Signified their»Concurrence to 
theſe Aſſertions and Arguments, with a Gene- 
- ral Unanimity. ' . 
E- | Increaſe Mather, Moderator, 


The Following - Cafes, were by a more par- 
ticular Aſſembly of Miniſters, at ſeveral Times 
meeting in the Colledge at Cambridge, thus de- 
termined, | . 


CASE Il 
A QUESTION. 


Whether ro Drink HEALTHS, be an uſage 
Lawful for a Chriitian ? 


ITFT is too notorious to be denyed, that ie 

was originally an Heathen Cuſtome,to Drink 
thote which were called, the Cups of Health, in 
token of. Reſpe&t unto the objets mentioned 
in their Cups. The great Auſtin truly ſays, De 
Paganorum obſervatione remanſit ; it is a Relique 


* of Paganiſm, And, inaſmuch as it is not a ne 


tural 


13] ST | 
tural Aﬀion, but an aRtion of a Religious Natur, 
and as themſelves call it, a Devotion, it is now 
reached by thoſe Oracles of God which forbid 
out Learning the ways + the works of the Heathen ; 


& our Walking as the Gentiles,in the vanity of their * 


mind ; and our Keeping the vain Converſation res 
ceived by Traditim from our Fathers, 

11, That which very much adds to the Obli- 
gattons lying upon Chriftians, to abandon this 
Relique of Paganiſm, is the Idolatrous, ann the 
Diabolical Tatention, that gave the frf Riſe 
unto it, We are affured, trom all the monu- 
ments of Antiquiry, that the Healths drunk 
by che Pagans were firſt of ' all Drink Offerings 
to their Demons ; they were a Cup of Devih ; 
and then ſufficiently co complement their 
Princes and Patrons, they curryed on the Off- 
rings, to theſe mortals alſo; and laftly che 


complement proceeded fo far, as to take in any - | 


Friends,whom they ſaw cauſe to treat with fuch 
flouriſhes of affetion. Ir becomes Chriſtians ro 
beware of having any fellowſhip with ſuch an- 
ſruitful works of Darkneſs. \ | 
- 11]. To Drink a Cup, as a Part or Sign, of our 
Invocation upon the bleſſed God, for the Health 
of any perſon, is a Super#Fition, diretly for 
bidden by the Second Commandment : Nor is it 
ordinarily free from a violation of the Third : 
and that. the Drinking of an Health, is thus de- 
ſigned, and ſo becomes no other than a oo 
ane 


C1 OC 
Fane. Satrament ,- was LEE, eng of Amhroſe, 
when he. wrote thole words 3 Quid memoren 
Sacraments ? Bibamus pro ſalute Imperatorum. 
To Drink an Health implies an application to 
lome object for chat Health : This way of it is 
 Boawarrantable. ; 

IV. To Begin, or Follow, Healths which bind 
pecſons to Drmk if their Cups, is a manifold 
offence againſt Clarity, Futlice, and Regfon. 
Such Healchs being, as the Ancients truly called 
them, Toe Devils ſhocing Horns to draw on Drunk- 
enneſs 3 are Scandals wherein much Bruiciſh 
folly is Commi:ted, and more Occaſroned. . The 
Primive.. Chriſtians theretore juſtly Rebukzd 
them, and Condemned them. Great Emperours 
have mate Edis againit them 5 Paggn writers 
have Satyrically lathed chem ; and ,eyen Popiſh 
Writers have Reproached the Prqte ant Pro- 
feflion, for their being ſo much praticed under 


It. 

F. Not only the Numberleſs and- Prodigious 
'Exorbitances of Health. Drinking, ars tobe avoid- 
ed by every Cyriſtizn, but che 'very propoſing 
our-Cr:p3 to. the Proſperity qi what is therein 
Renewbred, *Tis a vain plca, that we, drink na 
more then the Civil Kemembrance of the perions 
or affairs meattoned in our Cups, Why is the 
action of Drinking lingled out, 1ather than any 
her, ior the token of the Remembrance ? and 
why is there ſuch a [icels lat upon a Coneurrence 


þe ys , ' _ 


_- Lag} | 
inthe a@ion ? | It is but”a gontinuation -of the 


Old Paganiſm, which had better be utterly 4- 
boliſy4. chan ehus Refined and Preſerved, Every 
thing that ſerves either to. Revive, of to Maintain 
the old. Pegan Follies, and harden men in them, 
thould be declined by them, that would 'Adern 


Fhe Dottrine of God our Saviour. 


CASE... 
A QUESTION. 


_ ibeber INSTRUMENTAL "MUSICK, 
. wnay be uſed by the Churches of Chrift, in His ' 
Publick Worſhip and Service ? x 


ue | HEJ=fruments] ' Mufick uſed in the old 
T Church of Iſrael, _ an Inſtitution of 
God ; It was [ 2 Ghron. 29. 25.:j\;The Com- 
mandment of the Lord by bis Prophets. And the 
s are called Gogs. Inſtruments ;[ x Ghro. 

I6. 42. }And Is/i#ruments of the Lord : [ 2 Ghcon; 
7.6. | Now there is not gze. word of Inſtitution in 
_ New. ary for Nag yp wenes meg” '* 
e worſhip or-God.. : And . becauſe the ' Holy 
God, Rejecs what he does noc Command, in his 
Wo he now .therefoce in Efie& ſays unto 
us, 1 will not bear the melody of thy Organs. But 
on the other {ide,the Rule given, does abundant- 
ly Intigage, that 0 voice is now to be heard in 


P the | 


EW EIEF. . - : 
' the Church, but whar is Significert, and « 
' ug by Signif f cation ; which the vdice ET. 
ments is nt. | : A 
It. Though I»#rumenal Muſick were admit- 
fed and apvointed, in the Worſhip of God, under 
the Od Teſtament, yet we do not find ic Praf;- 
ced, in the Synagogues of the Jews, bur only in 
the Tempie tt therce appears, to have been a 
pare of the Ceremoniab Pedagoyy, which is now 
aboliſhed. Nor can any ſay, ic was a part of 
moral warſhip And whereas the Common uſage 
now hath confined Infrument al Muſick co Catbe- 
drals, ir ſeems there in too much to. Fadaite ; 
|, which to do, is a part» of the Antichriftian Apoſ- 
** racy, as well as to Paganize, 0 
111. In our aſſerting, a matte of the Old 
Teſtament to have been Typical, "agmor need. 
ful chat we be alwayes able to particularize any 
' Future Myſeries of the "New Teftament' therein 
referr'd unto 3 Truths which were then of a 
preſent Conſideration, were lometimes repreſented 
in the Types then uſed * among the People of 
God. Which helps to underſtand the caſe of 
Inftrumental Muſick. WEE SSL | 
 IW. Inſtrumental \'Muſick in the Worſhip of 
God, is but a very late Invention and'Corrupti- 
on, in the Church of the New Teſtament. The 
wricings that go under-the name of Fuftis Mar- 
. thr, deny it, and decry -it : Chryſofom ſpeaks 
meanly of it 3 gven Agvinas OE In 


| 
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four hundred years ago determines againſt it, 
as Jewiſh and Carnal. Bellarmine himlielf con- 
feiles, that it was but /ate received in che 
Church. | 
V If we admit I»frumental Mufick in the 

Warſhip of God, how can we reſiſt the 1-poſs- 
tion of all the Inſtruments uſed among the Anci- 
ext Fews ; yea, Dancing as well as Playing, and 
ſeveral othet Judaic ations ? Or, how can we 
declin2 a whole rabble of Church Officers, ne- 
cellary to be introduced, for IÞfrumental Mu- 
fick, whereof our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath lett us 
no manner of DireRion ? 


CASE 1V. 
PROPOSITIONS, 


Abous the Office of Ruling Elders. 


T. Hough the Paftors of Churches, are 

] originally Entruſted with the whole care 
of what is to be done, inthe feeding and ruling 
of the Societies, whereof the Holy Spirit has 
made them Overſeers; yet the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has made 
proviſion for their Aſifance, in the mas 
nagement of thoſe Church-Afairs, whick 
would otherwiſe too much Encumber them, 
in devoting themſelves ©o the Hord and Prayer. 

Edt, 2. Rwiing 


, 


- Ss 4% | 

2. Ruling Elders, are appointed for the Aflift: 
hee of their Paſtors, in the Governwenes of their 
Chtrches, and the Inſp«&iom of the Flocks ; 
and although theſe Officers may not be furniſh- 
ed with all thoſe Attainments which are necefia- 
ry to a Paftor, yet if they are ſo accompliſhed, 
a3 that they maybe Helps to their PaFor, in 
the management of Church Rule, they may be 
Choſen thereunto, with much Benefit and Ad- 
vantage to the people of God, 

3- Whereas «is the buſineſs of a Ruling Elder 
to aflilt his Paſtor in Viſiting of the Dilitreſſed, 
Inſtru«#ing of the Ignorant, Reducing of the Er- 
roneous, Comfortmg of the Aﬀiated, Adviſing 
of the Deteftive, Rebuking of the Unruly, D;/- 
covering the State of the whole Fleck, Exerciſing 
the D:ſcipline of the Goſpel upon Offendors, 
and promoting the deſirable growth of tha 
Church, *tis neceflary that he be a perſon of a 
Wiſdom, Courage, Leiſure, and Exemiplary Hohi- 
eſs and Gravity, agreeable to ſuch Employ: 


MCUlts, 
CASE V. 


A QUESTION, 

Whether the Paſtor of a Neighbouring Church, may 
not upon the Requeſt of a Deſtitute Church, Ad: 
minitter the Sacraments unto them ? 

| yommoms as the Paſftars of any Evangelicel 

KA Churches are, though not haying a Paperal 

a "© 


Lord Jeſus Chrift, ian are «af 


Ss... - E 
Chige of more than ove, to be acktiowledged 
in «/liof them; as./Ordained Minifters of the 
acknow- 
ied. as Preaching!in that Capacity, wh<rt 
they - occaſionally put upon Preaching of the 
oa = . * 


abroad 

Inaſmuch alſo as the Communion of Churebes, 
which makes the Members of «ny, capable of 
Admiſflion to the Special Ordinances of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in all of them, does likewiſe ren- 
der it redſonable, for the Paſtors of any to be 
A—_— of Adminiſtring thoſe Ordinances in 
all : | 


of a b, occaſiogally Adminiſter 
the Sacraments unto them. a 

And it is our further Judgment, that the 
ſecond Article in the fifteenth Chapter of our 
Plaifarm of ——_ Diſcipline, is to be underſtood 
as approv | It. 
Nor is it unknown, that Eminent Congreg@5- 
onal Churebes, have by their preffice maniteited 


of a mY ing Church, ray upon the Requeſt 
Deftutute. C 


—— to haye been of this Fudgment be- 


Us, 
And it ſeems in the pureſt and earlieſt of the 
Primitive Times, to have been allow'd. 
Nevertheleſs, we think it convenient, that as 


tors 


oe ering Churches do by their Yete, call the 
ivighbour Poftors x rs Ocafionel Service, be. 
; 1 
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Te is therefore our Judgment, that the Pofor - 


\ 
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-—* : fore they attend it, ſo that the conſere* of the 
* _ . Churches. -whereto thoſe - Paſtors belong, be 
not left Unconſider'd in it. ot 2 
; Wee do moreover think, that nothing- ſhould 
:be done in this matter that may in any - wiſe 
Obſtruf# the welfare of any bereaved. Churches, 
in their ſpeedy ſeeking of a Settled Supply, for 
all Ocdinances among them, or - otherwiſe In- 
terrupt and Incommode Common Edification. 


CASE VE. 
PROPOSITIONS, 


About the Power of SYNODS, with reſpef? unts 
Particular. Churches, 


1. Articular Churches, having the fame origi- 
nal, ends & inrereſts, and being mutually 
concerned in the good and evil of each other, 
there is the light of Nature, as well as of Scri 
ure, to Virect the meeting of Churches by their 
Delegates, to confule and conclude things of 
common concernment unto them. 

IT. Synods ducly compoſed, of Meſſengers cho- 
ſen by them, whom they are to repreſent, 8& 
proceeding with a due regard unto the #1} of 
God in his Word, are to be reverenced, as De- 
termming the mind of the Holy Spitit, concern- 
ing things necellary co be Received or Prafijed, 

In 


[ 2x ] 

in order to the Egification of the Churches there: 
in repreſented. _ 

11T. All the Commands of God, which bid 
us to be Well adviſed, and totegard a Multitude 
of Counſellors, do particularly oblige us, with, 
reverence to entertain the advice of Synod, 
aſſembling in the Name and Fear of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, for an enquiry after his direRions z 
and if One Church be to be beard, * much \more 
are Many Churches to be fo, in” things that pro- 
perly fall under the cognizance' thereof. _ 
IV. . Synods being by Apoftolicat Example re- 
commented as ia weteſſary -Ordimance, it is but 
reaſonable that theit Fudgment be acknowledg- 
ed as Deciſive in the affairs for which they arg 
Ordained, and' to.deny them the power of ſuch 
a Judgment, is to render a neceſſary' Ordinance of 
none effeR. gn, SENT 

V. The power of Synods, is not to abate,much 
lefs to d&+ſtroy the Liberties of Particular Churches, 
but to Strengthen and Dire& thoſe Churches in 
the right uſe of the powers given by the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt unto them. And ſuch Aſſemblies 
are therefore to be uſed as a re/zef ordained by 
God, for thoſe Difficalties, for which the care ' 
and ſtate of a Particular Church, affords not 2a 
ſufficient remedy. . ' $ 

W{ The rights allowed unto Synods, in the 
Ireniaors of the Excellent Feremab Burroughs, 
Chap. 7:'we fally conſent and ſubſcribe unto. 

abi B 2 CASE 
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CASE 'VIL 
A QUESTION. 


Whether it be: Lawful for 6 man to Marry. tis 
Wifes own Sifer ? ' - © 


x. Marriage between 2 man and his Wifes 
 { Þ 22m $ifer, is poſitively prohibited in 
that Law of God. - Levis. 18. 16. That. .4.-men 
muy not Merry bis Brothers Wife. By the plaineſt 
conſequencs,.; a woman may..not Marry: ker 
Sifter; Huibayd : The degree: prohibited is exe 
atly the ſame! - as = 
. 2. The Lew which thus/prohibited the Mar- 
Tiage of a man-to his Wifes own Sifter, has an 
Authority, and an obligation reaching even; to 
the Gentiles, upon whom the Ends the World 
{ are come, Tis evident, in that the Violation of 
3 _ this Law, is declared, one of thoſe Abominations, 
|} for which the Ancient Cnaanites were Spued out 
of their Land. And we find the New-TeHament 
In diverſe places inſiſting upan thole prohibiti- 
ons, among which this Lew. is one, The 
der which God has by this Law eftabli 
in Humane Society, is that which the Light: of 
Nazre in mankind, as pow. Increaſed, abundant- 
ly . teſtifies ute. The Diſpenſation which the 
Sovergign Law-giver once gave, in one-inſtance, 
| bs hereunto, 


S* 
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hereunto; was Extraordinary. The Example 
of Jacob in this matter, is to bg diſapproved by 
ali chat would be eſteemed bis Children, as well 


as hat of his Pohgemy. And fach Matches are 


in Hiftory, branded, as attended with a remack- 
able Ciirſe of God upon them. 

3- 'Tis the Law of our God, .in Levi. 18.6. 
None of you ſhall spproach ( in a Marriage ) unte 
any that is near of kin to him. Now the kind- 
red berween a man and his Wifes own Szfter, 
is of the neareſt fort : for, In:er virum «a mul- 
ierem, non contrabitur affinitas, ſed ip: ſunt affint- 
tatis cauſa : So then, this Affinity, is nct lels 
than, in primo genere, and theretore Unlawtyl. 

It js likewiſe the concurrent ſenſe of the 
greateſt Divines ( particularly aſſerted” in the 
Aſſemblies confeſſion of Faith ) that in what depree 
any one is of conſanguinity to the Wife, in the ſame 
degree of Affinity is that perſon to'the Husband, And, 
that an Husband is forbidden to Marry with the 


conſanguines of bis Wife, by the ſame rules that con- 


ſangutnes are forbidden to Marry among themſelves g 
And this aſſertion may be demonitrated from 
the rules given in the Eighteenth . Chapter of 
Fexiticus, Wherefore as a man may not Mar- 

ry Hhisown' Sir, ſo not the S:iter of his W1;e, 
whien\iPoje fleſh with him. K 1 

4- The Marriage in the gieftion, has been fo 
Scandalous among the whole people of G«d, 
that whoſoever is guilty of it, is therein worthy - 
4 | to / 
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to be #ut of from the communion of the Cz? 
tholick Church, Yea, it has been one of the 
Imperial Laws, Duabus ſororibus conjungendi peni- 
tus licentiam ſubmovemus, 

Much leſs may fuch an Iniquicy be counte- 
nanced among a people of our profeflion. 


CASE VII. | 
A QUESTION. 


Whether, and, How far the Diſcipline of eur Lord 
in our Churches, ts to be Extended unto the 
Children therein Baptiſed ? 


I E Judge, that the Diſcipline of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in our Churches 
ought io be extended unto theChildren baptiſed 
in them : Inaſmuch as theſe perſons are cer- 
tainly thoſe which the Scripture calls Within, 
and not Witheur; And the Lambs as well as 
3 others, in the Flocks of our Lord, are to be 
fed; And the prafice of the pureſt Churches has 
KF been agreeable to this principle; as well the 
Primitive before, as the Bohemian and 
otheis, ſince the Reformation 3 Reaſon, alſo fsys, 
that where a priviledge is expeed, a Nyſeiplime 
is to be acknowledged. 
2. Alchough it is a Memberſhip in the Catho- 
lick Chureh, which gives right unto Baptiſm, yet 
' Particular 
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Particular Churches, 2s well as the Paftor; of 
thoſe Churches, owe a duty to the Catbolick 
Church ; part ef which duty is, the Application 


tof Diſciplize unto thoſe Baptiſed perſons, whom 
of nd 5 under theic 


the Providence of God ſhall 
ion, | 
3- The Dsſcipline, which we count owing 
unto theſe perſons is, An I@#ruiom in the 
Laws of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; an Admonition 
pon 8 ſcandalous violation of thoſe Laws ; 
and upon Ineorrigiblenoſs in evil, an open rejeRi- 
on from all Eccl ſiaſtical Priviledges. And al- 
theugh perſons are then moſt clearly liable to 
this proceſs, when they have actually Rexewed 
their Bapriſmel Covenant, and Recognized theic 
ſubjeRion to the Government of our Lord in his 
Church; and the Children of the Church are co 
be accordingly laboured withal, that they may 
be brought he reunto ; yet we do not think, 
that any of the ſaid perſons refufing or neg- 
leRing thus to do, are thereby exempted from 
all ſuch care of the Church to bring them wato 


Repentance. and 
CASE I c 
PROPOSITETIONS; - 
About the Obligation upon” Miniſters to VISIT 
.: the SICK, 'm times of Epidemical and 
Contagious Diſtempers, 1 
BY hes ot the Goſpel are' to have' 8 
great concern for the Sick under-their 
| 42 Paſtoral 


f 26 ) | 
Paſtoral Charge, os » © A the fulfilling of 
neceſliies | 


their Miniftry, not only. by fitting the 

of their Sick with their Prayers, but alſo b 

leaving them unacquainted with none of tho 

Cane 5. which may prepare them for their 
nd. | 

2. :Nevertheleb in times of Epidemical! Conte: 

gions, the Miniſters of the Goſpel may by va- 
rious:methods, attend what is neceſſary thus 
to be attended, without the ordimery wiſeations 
of the Infetfed Chambers. ; 

3. A Miniſter ſolici'ous about his duty in 
Viſting the Sick of his Flock, when Peſtilential 
Contagiths are prevailing, may receive much 
direction from the Courage wherewith 'he may 
find the Gad sf Heaven tortitying his heart 
ut:to ſuch an undertaking. 

4- The bare deſires of the Sick, to be viſited 
by a Miniſter, have often fo much of evidext 
wnſeaſonableneſs and unresſonableneſs, and perhaps 
of worſe cauſes in them, that *tis no ways fitting 


bal uld be ſacrificed meerly thereunto, 


5- When a Miniſter is well affured, that the 
Sick of his own Flotk are labouring under ſuch 
Loads vipon theit Conſtiences, as ent fitly be 
Unbfirden'd unto any but himſelf}, he has a call 
from Heaven to yenture himfelt -unto the ut- 
molt for the Service of ſuch a Soal, and may 
expsRrthe protection of heavew accordingly to 
be _a ſrield-unto him, - egrE. A 
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6. A Miniſter i Tag þ eral Martalities; 
fiay do well before he-Fxpote himki ra? 
the evident hazards of thoſe Mortalicies; to take 
the Advice and Conſept of that Church unto 
whoſe Edification the labours off his lite ars.de- 
ted, whether they .ace willing that hg 


| ould ſacrifice. his life unto: the private Service 


of the Sick; and the opiniomof a people thus 
aked, will afford much /atisfa#ion unto. a Mi- 
lilter as to what' may bs in. this caſe :incum- 
bent on him. - - .; "p 
. .72. In times ; extraordinarily peſtilential, if 
the Neighbouring Miniſters do by bt, folemnly 

out one. of their. nuraber, to devere him- 
felt, with the exemption of \the ref, unto the 
help of the Sick, *ewere a courſe not to be dif: 
approved; but a Miniſter ſo devoted, ..may 
cheerfully commend himſelf to the acceptance 
of God, in ſerving of the diſtreſſed, 


CASE X 
A QUESTION. 
obs what caſes. Momiſter may leave bis: popple 2 : 


F.. Paſtor Setled in tha Service of a: People, 
A is £0. be ſo ſenfible:of his Ky by 
_ __ and Providenga.,af the & Jeſus 


ſor that Service, and of the acceune:'thac, 
Io __ 


oO SE  - EP 
he muſt give unto <3 , about his heh wiour It, 
it, that his removal muſt not be ray attempted, 
bue with much con/t4eration, conſultation, [7 lics? 
tion, and ſincere __— follow the'. condutt of 
Heaven in it. The frowns 0: God' uſe to follow 
Removes that have not ſo been regulated. | 

2- That the will of our Lord, about the 
Removal of any Paffor, from his people, may be 
underſtood, jr is requiſite, that the Miniſter do 
not entirely aſſume to himſelf, the Judgment 6f 
his own call to remove : but a great regard 
muſt be had unto the Dire&tion of the Church 
of the Lord, in the Neighbourhood. 

'3, They unto whom the Judgment of a 
Paſtors Removal from his people is to be reſery- 
ed, ſhould exatly weigh both the preſent and 
future circumſtances of both ; and endeavour 2 
proviſion, that neither party may - ſuffer, in the 
Removal of the Miniiter from his Flock. 

4. In caſe there be ariſen thoſe incureable 
prejudices, diſſentions, animoſities, and implacable 
offences, between a Paſtor and his People, that all 
reverence for and benefit by his Miniſtry, is utter» 
ly to be deſpaircd, he, may be Removed. The 
want-of. ſucceſs otherwiſe, is not a ſufficient cauſe 
of Removal ; but it is to be. endured with all 
bumble patience by the Minifter, as 2: great af« 
fliaion, and yet wirhthis encouragementy that 
God! will reward himy'Secungur 'Leborem, non. 
ſteundum. proventum, . ! a 44.1 x 
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7. A Paſtor may £ removed from lifs people, 
in caſe his Tren{latio» be found mecepry oe 
the common good. The welfare of the Carbolick 
Churoh in the general Edification of a-Communs- 
ty, ſhould be of ſuch weight, as to make any 
articular Church give way thereunto. But yet 
it becomes not any Miniſter to ſeek his own 
Tranſlation, by firſt offering If unta ic. 

6. There are ſome things, which diſſolve 


the Vinculum Paſtorale, between a Paſtor and his 


People, and in caſe thoſe 4iſtafters happen, he 
may be removed. Thus if - a Minifter have 
Toterable ſubſiſtence, wherewith he may after a 
Chriſtian manner provide for his own, Denyd 
unto him: Or, it a Miniſter have no way to 
avoid a itorm of Perſecutior, "purely perſonal, but 
by flying from one City to anither ; a remove may 
be juſtified. And che - Dsfolution of a Church 
gives a like liberty co him tt.at had been che 
Shepherd of the now ſcattered Flock. 

7. Although a Pafor ſhould be willing to 
Encounter many Difftulties and Infirwiities with 
his people ; yer in calie that: Chronical Diſeaſes, 
which evidently rHhreatery his life, might hope- 
fully be relieved, by his removal, it ſhould 
then on all hands be allowed and advited- 
Mercy is here to be preferred unto Sacrifice; 
and fo we find it was inthe Primitive Charches 
accordingly, © | PN nw 0 
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+. 8, Ifi much of Se4xde} will cartainly enſue 
; - Remowal of. 3 Paſtor from. his People, 

The. thou}d weigh; down many.gircumftances, 

chat would cather anyite ſuch. a Renwouah _ 
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" 1A, QUESTHON, 


What Singular Expedient ſhould we further Meditate 
and Proſeeute,. for promoting of the great 

De/jgn of REFORMA LLON among us ? 

a: } $—— is a.large- number of people in 

- a .- this Country, which not lying within 

the reach of our Eccleſreſtical Diſcipline, do from 


thence. encourage . thomſclves, in the T_ 


which they take, to: do the things for which : 
wrata of God comes upenthe Land. It would very 
much promote-;the :deſigns of Refermation a- 
ong:us, if all due means were uſed, for the 
ringing of more than: there are, and as many 
as may. be, to -ſubmit' unto our Clarch Watch 2 
7were highly defirgable and neceflary that the 
bouy. of this profefling people ſhould thus |be 
brought. into.the way of Reformarias. It hath 
been by; an-happy- experience found, that God 
hath. given a. ſingular Sx#ceſs. unto cthe Adrnoniti» 
os of our Churches, apply©d unto fach as have 


by their 44i/carriages thereto expoled themſelves; 


many 


2) 


'home unto God. 


: | | F, r'? | ; | 
many haye _been thereby , avingly brought 


2. The Expedients for the Reformation of our 
Land, offered by the Synod, in the year 1679. 
ought not to be forgotten, but the Remem- 


brance and the conſideration thereof ſhould be 


revived, 
3- The Concurrence of ſuch as do ſuſtain/place 
in the Qivil Government is of great Importance, 


in the proſecution of our. deſired Reformation : 


and that we may enjoy this, it muſt be endeas 
voured, that.there thould be no miſunderftand- 
gs between any in the Government ,and in the 
Miniftry. This being obferved, a General Con: 
ſultation, upon the Methods of Reformation, is ta 
Py Pafters of our Churches,in Vi/cing 
or the Paſtors of our Churches,in Vi/#+ 

of #4 Flocks, to inform themſelves about = 
Morals of their people in every quarter, and 
thereupon both publickly and privately ſet 
themſelves to Cure what ſhall be tound amils, 
would fignifie very ,much in a glorious Refor- 
mation. F | 

5. Particular Churches, have a power of Self- 
Reformation, and they , would contribnte. more 
than a little, to an Uziverſal one, if they would 
be Exemplary unto one another, in deliberations 


tir [upon their awn circumfiance5and in Renewingy 
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and Eatorcing. of, their Covenage, = 
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( as well. as any other ) Aſſociation would ſingle 
out the more Obſerveable Iniquities in the 
Country, and ſucceflively at fic feafons, publiſh 
brief, but full Te##imonies againſt thoſe Iniquities, 
A manifold advantage might accrue to our 
Attempts of Reformation, by thoſe Teftimenies. 

7. Solemn Dayes of Prayer with Faſting, cele: 
brated in our Churches, to Implore the Grace 
of God, for the Riſing Generation, would proba- 
bly be of blefled Confequence for the rurnivg 
of our Young People, unto the God of our Fa- 
thers, The more there is "this way aſcribed 
unto Grace, the more-is the Grace of God like 
to be communicated 3 and there is in this way 
a Natural and Plentitul — to awaken 
our Unconyerted Youth, unto a ſenſe of their 
Everlaſtinz Intereſts * which were it generally 
accompliſhed, a Remarkable Reformation were 
therein effered. 


CASE XIL 
QUESTION. 


In what Caſes, is « DIVORCE of the Married, 
juftly to be Purſued and Obtained ? 

x. judge, determine - and accompliſh, 

add - a Divorce of any Married peafons, the 

FH #4 


Frace is to be addreſſed or ootioerned. 
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2. In caſe any married perſons be found uti- 
der natural Incapacities and Inſufficiencies whizht 
utterly diſappoint che Confeſſsed Ends of Marri 
age, the Marriage is to be declared a Nullity. 

3- In cafe any married perſon be found at- 
ready bound in a Marriage to another yet Li- 
Ving, a Divorce 1s to be granted unto the ag: 
grieved party: 

4. In caſe any married perfon be convicted 
of ſuch criminal Uncleanneſſes as render them 
one fleſh with another Obje&, than that where- 
to their Marriage has united them, the Injur-d 
Party may \ſue and have their Livorce from 
the Offending ; which is the plain fenſe of 
Sentence paſled Mat. 19. 9. by our Lord. 

5. In cake there be tound Ince#t in a Marri- 
ge, a Divorce is to command thE Separation of 
the Married. | | | 

6. Incaſe it be found that the perſon Mar- 
rted, had by Fornication before Marriage, been 
made one with a perſon related unto the per- 
fon with whom they are now Married, within 
the degrees made Inteſtuuns, by the Law of 
God, it is a juſt plea tor a Divorce. 

7. In caſe of a Malicious Deſertion by a tnar- 
ried perfon, which is Obliged and Invired ro 
return, a Divorce may be granted by Lawful 
Authority, .unte the forſaken. For the Word 
of God is plain, That @ Chriftian is not bound int 


| {#64 vaſes, by thy i Covenam, unto ons 


which 
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which thus wilfully | PM the Covenant 5 
#1d though our Saviour forbids, 4 mans putting 
eway bis IWife, except it be for Fo: nication, yet he 
forbids not Rulers to reſcue an Imocent perſon 


. from che Enchralling Diſadvantages of another 


that ſhall Ghtully go away. 

8. As tor mairicd pe: ſons lang abſent from 
each other, and not heard of by each other, 
the Government may State what length of Time 
in this caſe, may give ſuch a -prefſumption of 
Death in the perſon abroad, as. may render a 
Second Marriage free from Scandal, | 

9. A Divorce being lcgally purſued and ob- 
tained, the Innoecnt perlon that is releaſcd, 
may procced unto a Second Marriage in the 
Lord: otherwiſe the State of Believers under 
the New-Teltament, would in ſome of theſe 
cales,be worſe then what the God of Heaven, 
directed for his people under the Old, 


CASE XIL 
PROFOSITIONS, 
Concerning the Power of ELDERS, in 5be 


Government of the Chureh. 


1.” THe power of Chrrch Government belongs 
only to the Elders of the Church. The 

namss of Elders in the Scriptures are bur Inſig- 
_. nificant 
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nificant and Un intelligible Metaphors, if the 
Rule of the Church be not only in the hands 
of its Elders. 
The Word of God hath ordered the People 


to Obey the Elders of the Church, as having the 


rule over them, and a watch over their Soul;. 

An Abilicy to Rule well is a qualificatioty. 
particularly required in the Elders of the 
Church, that they may be able to take a due 
Care of it. | 

Governments are Enumerated among thoſe 
things in the Church, which 41! are not; but 
which are compatible unto ſome only : now, 
who but the Elders ? | 

Were the Government of the Church as thuch 
in the Brethren as in the Elders, then the whole 
Bedy were all eye ; which it is nor. | 

2. There are yet certain caſes, wh:tein the 
Elders in the Management of their Church Go- 
vernment , are to take the concurrence of the Fra- 
ternity, Tis to be done in thoſe As, to at- 
tain the Ends whereof, there are to tolluw. ccr® 
tain Duties of the Fraternity : namely, EleF:ons, 
and Admiſſions, and Cenſures. - 

Hence in ſuch things we find the InjunAions 
of thie Scripture addrefs'd unto the whole Church. 
Hence all Antiquity aflures us, that fuch matters 
were in the Primitive Citrch done tilt, Gore 
ertiente Plebe. | ug 

And the Breibren of the Church might” o- 
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therwiſe be ied eo the doing of things, 
wherein they cannot a& #n faith, or be conſci- 
entiouſly ſatisfied that ſuch things are to be 
done, 

3. Nevertheleſs the Paſtor of a Church may 

by himſelf authoritatively ſuſpend from the Lord: 
Table,a Brother accuſed or tuſpeted of Scandal, 
rill the matter may and ſhould be regulaily 
Examined. 
. Our Lord forbids the coming of ſuch an 
Offendor to his Altar, it even one of Jeſs, of 
0 authority in the Church, do ſignifie a reaſo- 
nable diſlatisfation. |, | 

The Paſtors of the Church, are the Porters 
of the Temple, Impowred ſufficiently to de- 
tai ſuch as they ſee with moral Uncleanneſſes 
upon them. bs Es 

And it belonging unto the Paſtors of the 
Church, to dire the Brethren upon the firſt 
opporrcunity, in the Application ot the neceſla- 
ry Diſcipline, it is not reaſonable, that they 
ſhoukl be bound in the mean tige, to declare 
practically what ſha'l be contrary to ſuch direg;- 
ou, by Adminiſtring the Lords Smpper unto a 
perſon againſt whom, the Diſcipline is to be 


urged. 

. <4 But the Eldggs of the Church have a 

Negative on tlie Votes of the Brethren : Wha 

indeed in the exerciſe of their Liberty. and Pri- 

wiledge, are under the condudt of the Elders. 7 
0 
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Ci- To take away the Pd of the Elders, or 
beſl the Neceflity of their conſent unto Church-a&s, 
indeed is to take away all Government whatſo- 
ay ever: and it is to turn the whole Regiment of 
-4:8 the Church into a meer Democracy. 
And if the Poſitive of the Brethren can ſu- 
ly perſede a Negative of the Elders, either the 
Elders may be driven to do. things quite con- 
anſ trary to the light of their Conſcience, or elſe 
off the Brethren may preſume to do things which 
ſo-| belong not unto them. 


ers CASE A. 

ki PROPOSITION 8, 

tel - Concerving ORDINATION. 

i] * A fiery pon co the Src of ou 


are | ſential to the call of a Church Officer, 

7;- 2, The EJe#ion of the Church, and a com- 

\ af| pliance with, and acceptance of that Eldtijon, by 

tef| a perſon coming under ſuch a Separation, is 

that wherein lics the Efence of his call to Mi- 
af niſter unto that particu/ar Church. 

ho 3. The Impeſition of bands, in» the Ordination 

15+ | of a 'Church-Offieer, s a Rite not only Lawfu/ to 

. be retained, but it ſeems by a Divine bſtitution 

'o | directed and required ; fo that although the 
| C 3 - Call 
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Call of a perſon to l wrch,Offic? may not be: 
com? nll and vid, where that Rite may have 
been omitted, as it is to the Semors and Dea- 
cons in moſt of the Reformed Churches ; yet we 
cannot approve the Omiſſion of it : A Cere: 
2mial Defef may be blame-worthy. 

4. When it is Enjoyned, Lay hands ſuddenly 
on n0 man; there ſeems a plain poſitive in that 
Negative, and it is implied, that hands are to be 
aid on ſome. Now when or where, Eut in 
Ordination 2 

5. The whole Ordivation to a Miniftry 
ſeems intended in the Apoſtles expreflion of, 
a gift given with the laying on of hands ; yea, 
nothing ſs than the whole Miniſtry under 
that Ordination, ſeems comprized in the A- 
poſtlzs expreſiion of, The Detrine of Laying 
on of Hands.* And ſuch a Synecdoche inti- 
,mues that this Rite is no inconſiderable pars 
of thar, whereof *tis put tor the whole. 

6. The Church of God in all Ages has 
uſed an Impoſition of bands, as a Rue many 
ways agreeable to the Will of God ; and 
beſides the uſe of this Rize ſomertmes on 
Miraculous Accounts, there has been ſtill a 


more conitane uſe of ic on Eccleſiaſtical 4c- 
counts '; not conferring, but confe(/ing of Qualifi- 


eations, in the Subjects that received. it. Which 
one Reaſon hath in it many and weighty con- 
ſiderations, | wed» 

7. The 
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7. The Impoſition of Hands, being a Rite uſed 
by the Primitive Church, even in the Confirming 
and Reſtoring of Church Members, and this not 
altogether without the countenance of Scripture, 
it ſeems very much co take away pretence for 
laying it aſide, in the Ordination of Church» 
Offcers, 

8. Tis well-known, that the Jews even ig 
their Schools, and almoſt every Special work fer 
God, whereto men weze ſet apart, uſed Impoſe- 
tion of Hands, as a Rite accompanying ſuch a 
Dedication. 

9. The Impoſition of Hands having been a 
Rite, which the people of Gad under the old 
Teſtament, in his Name, applyed unto fuch 
purpoſes-as, a Benediition of a perſon, a Deſig- 
natics to a ſunfion, an Oblation of .what was 
to be preſented unto God, and a Devolution of - 
certain burdens on the heads of ſuch .as were 
treated with it: The Lord has continued this 
Rice in the Ordeinivg of Church Officers, with 
fome eye to ſuch intents and purpoles. 

' To. Moſt unexceptionable is the I-zpofition .of 
Hands by a Presbytery, in Ordination, but more 
exceptionable by a Fraternity, The word of 
God mentions the farmer expreſily ; but not 
the /atter, in the New-Teſtament. They were 
Juch Hands as Titus's, that were left to Ordaiv 
E/ders 5 what need of chat, if the Hands of com- 
mon believers were ſufficignt,? They were foch 
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Hands as Timothy's, that were to make over 
Church' betruſtments, unto faithful men, able to 
reach others : who fitter to ſignifie the needed 
approbatian of other Churches ? And inaſmuch 
as in Ordination, there is an acknowledgement 
of Admiffion into an Orzer, 'tis but reaſonable, 
that ſome who are in ſome Order of Church. 
Power ſhould give it. 


$ 


CASES AF: 
PROPOSITIONS, 
Touching the Power of CHOOSING #@ Paſtor. 


| 4 | Society of Believers, combined” for the 
Worſhip of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in all 
* his Ordinances, have the right of Chooſmg the 

PaFtor, that is to Adminifter unto . them theſe 
Ordinances. : 

'The Scriptures do ſtill call for the Suffrages 
of the Brethren in the Churches for all Elett:ons 
in thoſe Churches, and particalarly, that oi 
Eiders. | 

In the oldeſt and the pureſt of its times, we 
ftili find the Brethrey of the Church, poſleſſzd 
of x power to chooſe od it /elf,and the deitrudi- 
on of that power;. was among none of the 
garlieft Encroachments of Ant ichrif, 7 
' | The Ts Pawonatus int omg Churches pre- 
; 5 4ld | tended 
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tended unto, is an uſur # Þ upon the Flock 
oz God, juſtly to be exploded. | 

The pretences of the Civil Magiſtrate unt 
the like diſpoſal for the ſame cautes/ were for 
many ages no leſs juſtly than ſharply deny*d. 

It. A Particular Church owing a great regard 
unto the Church Catholick in the uſing of its 
own right, is bound in Duty, to conſult the Sa- 
tisfaction and Edification of others, in their 
EleQion of a Paſtor. HE. 

Minifters and Meſſengers of Neighbouring 
Churches, have pow'r to except againſt any 
Elefion of a Paſtor, who by Errers or Scandals 
may be rendred unfit for the common Service 
of the Goſpel. 

Charches In the EleRion of a Paſtor are to 
conſider the benefit of all that are to be his 
Hearers ; and more particu'acly, the concurrence 
of ſuch as are by the Covenant and Appointment 
of -God, under the Church Fatch among them. 

11I. The reſpe& that Churches do ſhow unto 
others, in the Ele&;on of a-Paſtor, ought fo to be 
managed, as that they do not permit their own 
ju#t Priviledges to be extinguiſhed, by any An- 
ricipating Impoſitions upon them. 

Churches may ſuffer their Ele#;9ws to be 
Direfted, yea, and be Diverted by conſiderations, 
which they owe to others in the Vicmity, with- 
out ſurrendring their Libercies to be Sworbered 
by any that would unjuſtly Impoſe i 


\ 


: f 42 ) 
CASE.  XVL 
A QUESTION 


Whether there be any Caſes, wherein a Mimiſter of 
the Goſpe!, may lay dawn his Mimftry ? 


J. O man can rightly, wiſely, or ſafely, 
become a Miniſter of the Goſpel, with- 
out a Call of God, which call is mediate and 
manifeſted by MiniFerial Gifts, with ſome In- 
clinaticn and Opportunity to exerciſe thole gifts. 
11. When a Miniſter of the Goſpel does by 
the compelling Providence of God become De- 
prived of thoſe Eſſential things whereby his Call 
was diſcovered, without any rational proſpe& 
ot Recovering thera, he may then lay down his 
AMunttry. 

11]. But before .one called unto the Miniftry, 
do relinquiſh ir, there ſhould be fuch a Concur- 
rence of Incapacities, that a perſons own Arbitrary 
Inclinations ated by Temptations may not be the 
thing that ſhall diſmiſs him. One conſecrated 
unto the Miniftry is thus Pro termino wite ; 
nor may a man ſetting his hand unto this 
Plough, at his own pleaſure Look back. 

I/. For one in the Sacred Miniſtry to leave 
it for the ſake of Riches or Honours more likely 


to be acquired in another way of living, or - 
| | | ng 
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the ſake of Diſcouragement ariſing from Unſuc- 
ceſifulneſs, or Perſecution, or other difficylties, is 
no ways allowable. | | 

F. A perſon diſabled by the Infirmities of Ol 
Age or Weakneſs, for the labour of the Miniſtry, 
ſtill retaining his Office, is to be ſtill conſiderd in 
the dutiful regards of the Church as theic Paſtor 
notwithſtanding. | 

VT. ACenſure, though an unjuſt one, of a 
Civil Magiſtrate, (filencing of a Particular Mini- 
nifter, may in ſome caſes be a ſufficient Reaſon 
for his forbearing to do his word for Some time, 
or at This Place, though it releaſe him not from 
the obligations of his Holy Calling. 

VII. The Diſefers which have been obſerved, 
as frequently tollowitig thoſe who have deſer- 
red their Spiritual Warfare, without the leave of 
the Lord, are juſt Admonitions unto all Mini- 
ſters of our Locd, againſt any undue Deſertion of 
the Service wherein they have been liſted. 


CASE XvE 
A QUESTION. 


Fhetber the Paſtor of a Church, upon s Common 
Fame of #4 Scandal. committed by any in bjs 
Church, be bound in duty, .to Enquire into that 
Scandal, although there ſhould not be braught apy 
Formal Complaint ung him of it ? 

: 1. According 


044) 
fF, 2A Ccording to the Apoſtolical dire&iom; 

A at Enquiry into an offence was ordered 
upon this conſideration. Ix Cor. 5. 1. It 5s reported 
Commonly, h 

2. The Elders of 1/-ael, were to make enqui- 
ry into an Offence after this manner, Dewt. 193. 
T2; 14. If thou ſhalt hear ſay, ---- Then ſhalt thou 
enquire and maks ſearch and ask diligently. 

3. The Commendation of a C:vil Ruler does 
by proportion and parity of Reaſon, belong to 
an Eccle/iaftical one. Fob 29. 16. The cauſe which 
1 knew not, 1 ſearched out. 

4. The ſame that may move others to com- 
plain of a Scandal unto the Pa#tor ſhould move 
the Paſtor to enquire after a Reporged Scandal, 
namely, the Glory of the Lord, the Defence of 
the Church, and the Welfare of the Erring Per- 
fon, every one*of which will ſuffer, it ſuch en- 
quiry be not made. | 

5. The Neighbours may be fo far under the 
power of Temptation, as to forbear making 
Orderly- Delations of Scandals committed ; and it 
is theretore neceſſary, that ſuch things fall un- 
der the enquiry of the Paſtor, thereto by Com- 
2on Fame alarmed, 

6. The Poftor of a Church is by Office © 
Watch ower the Converſation of the people ; and 
a noiſe of a Scan4al.arifen in the Converſation of 
- thoſe under his Watch, is a ſufficiem provocation 

tor his enquiry after it. wo Fe 


oc. non ons Cans on wan. 


| , DR 

5, Finally, a Ramowr of a Scandal in a 
Church-member is that wherein the Name of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is concerned ; and for 
the Vindication ol that Forchy Name, an enqui- 
ry being made into it, there may appear ſuch 

owerful Preſumptions, while there are not yet ' 
Efficient Convittions, of Guilt in the party con- 
cerned, that the perſon ſhall be bound ( except 
in a Capital caſe ) either to' give a Poſitive de- 
nial, or to make a Penitent confeſſion, of the mat- 
ter Commonly famed of him. 


CASE XVII. 
A QUESTION. 


How far the CONFESSIONS of a Guilty and 
a Troubled Conſcience,” are to be kept Secret, by 
the Miniſter, or Chriftian, to whom thoſe Con- 
feſſions have been made ? 


I. "T5 very certain, that Ordinarily the Con. 
feſſons of 2 guilty and a troubled Con- 
{cience'are to be kepr Secret by thoſe to whom 
they. are made. The Eads for which the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt has diceted ſuch Confeſſions, would 
be all froftrated, if they ſhould not be moſt Re- 
ligiouſly concealed ; and they are made, as 

unto the Lord. | 
. 2, Nevertheleis, when any Evident a_—_ 
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will ariſe, general or perſonal, eicher in point 
of Safety or of Fuſtice; by the concealment of 
* "a Secret Confeſſion ; It is no longer to be kept 
ſecret. h 

In ſuch Caſes, the confeſling perſon himſelf 
can have no caſe in his own Conſcience ( which 
is the. deſign of Confefſien ) without publiſhing 
his own crime ;, and theretore here can be no 
obligation upon any other to aſ/iſ# him in Co- 
vering of it. | 

3- When the Endanger'd Safety and Intereſt of 
others make it neceſſary tor the confeſſion of a 
Secret Sin to be expoſed ; it is fit tor the perſon 
who has heard this Conteſlion to adviſe the 
perſon himſelt that within a Tire limited and 
convenient, he do himſelf make ic known unto 
the perſons concern'd ; which it he fail to do, 
then is the time for the firſ bearer of the Confeſ- 
on: to do his duty. 

4- In the great Capitals, if there be other 
ways a Divulgation thereof ; he that hath had 
the Confeſſion of ſuch a Secres Sin, ray come in 
as a ſecond witneſs, to reveal the fecret, for the 
conviaion of the Malefatfor under judicial pro- 
ceſs. 
5. Where the Confeſnon of a Sec'est Sin. is to 
be further divulged, ic is to be examin'd whes 
ther the Sin may not be told, without the 
ame of the perſon that has committed and 
contefled it. 

6. A 
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6. A: Miniſter of the Goſpel, receiving. of a - 
| Confeſſion, oftentimes has cauſe to conſider, whe- 
Po || cher the perfon that makes it, may not make 
if his knowledge thereof, maany ways injurious to 
i | (the ſaid Miniſter ) himſelf ; and fo he may 
. with his beſt prudence provide againſt ſuch 
Sz | Injuries. 

7. In thoſe Land defiling ſms, where a perſon 
®” | is not bound by. a Confeſon to deliver himſelf 
up to the hazard of the Law, no Miniſter is 
of bound, from the meer nature of the crimes to 
- _ the Confeſſicn that has been made unto 

i, 


1G | CASE XIX. 
i A QUESTION 


9, | Hhat is the Duty owing from the Church, to per- 
ej- ſons who upon PRIVATE PREJUDICES 
Withdraw from the Communion of it ? 


[y 

ad | 1 yJErfons that have taken up any private 
in Rn againſt any in the Communi- 
he | on ot the Church, whereto they do belong, are 


"0" | directed by the Commandment of the Lord Je: 
4 fas Chriſt, and are Engaged by the Covenant 
tO | of Watchtulneb, to. Endeavour the Repentance 
J&Y | of the perſons under ſuppoled Offence, by a 
he perſonal application. 

© 2. They that upon Offences taken, do negle&t 
A this way of proceeding, are guilty of Sin a- 


gainſt 


— 
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gainſt the Lords Commandment, and their own || 


Covenant, and by their withdrawing irom the 
'Table of the Lord, their Sin is aggravered. 

3. The Withdraw of perſons thus irregular- 
ly trom the Communion of the Church, at the 
Lords Table, does carry- an hard and high Im- 
putation upon the Church ir ſelf, which adds 
'mofe of a fault unto ſo finful a Schiſm, 

4.'If the Perſon that hath been Offended, 
hath done his duty, and either the Pafor do 
refuſe to lay the matter before the Church for 
the Inſignificancy of it, or the Church upon 
the hearing of the matter do pronounce it ſa- 
zisfied ; The perſon is obliged ſtill to continue 
his Communion with the Church, unkſs a 
Council of Churches declare the contrary. 

5. 'Such a ſinful Separation from the Come 
munion- of the Church, being a moral evil, the 
Scandal is to be by the Diſcipline of the 
Church proceeded againft as other Cenſureable 
Scandals. The Paſtor upon obſervation and 
Information of the ſin, is to ſend for che per- 
ſon withdrawing, and inſtru, and counſel, 
'and admoniſh hims And upon contumacious 
obſtinacy, the Church is to deal wich him, as 
ons Urraly, and walking diſorderly, 

6, Nevertheleſs, Compaſſion towards the Igno» 
rant, or Injured, is very much to determine 
the more or leſs wigow wherewith ſuch Offer 
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CASE XX. | 
A QUESTION. - 


What Loan of Mony upon USURY may be 

' Prafliſed? | 
1. Sury being an Advance ori ariy _ 
A- lent by Contra, it is not reſtraine 


-Unto: Aony only. Fiffuals, or any other thing ( as 


the Oracles of the Sacred Scripture declare un- 
to us) are capable of being Lent upon Uſury. 
The main difference of Uſury from other ways 
of Dealing, is the Owners riot running the 
Riſque of the Principal. 

2. That there & an Uſury lawful to be taken, 


is from ſeveral ages in the Divine Law; 


lufficiently ſignified unto us. For fiſt, undet 
the Old: Teftament, God allowed unto his people 
the practice of Uſury ; he expreſly ſaid; Deut: 
23-20. Umo a Stranger thou mayſt lend upon Ufu+ 
739. . And the Allowance of Uſury upon-a Stran* 
ger had never been given, i; Uſury had in it 
any Intrinſick Turpitude ; yea, in all the places 
of the Old Teftament, prohibiting unto the 1/- 
ratlites, the demand of Uſury fort a brother ; 
there are clauſes in the Context, which may 
ſeem t6 Intimate, as if the poor Brother only 
were intended in the ——— _——_— 
5 
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che peculiar conſtitrih of th< Iſraelitiſh Com- 
mo Wealth, is enough to Tpleaſe us Gentiles 
from the obligation of the Edi&s agrinlt Uſury, 
given thereunto ;/ and the words of the Pſal- 
miſt and the Prophet, that ſeem to reproach 
Uſury, moft accordingly be expounded. with a 
L.imicacion to the Uſury which the Law had 
countermanded. - Hence alſo in the New Teſta- 
went, Our Saviour has a paſlage” of w___ QF- 
tance, as to give countepance in; Mart, t5y 27 
unto a mans receiving bis own with Uſury ;,,anfl 
in the New Teſtament allo, Toby Baptiſt 1nLuk. 
3- 13. forbad nat unto the Publicans, that Uſury 
which. their Condition of life. led them ungo...; 1 
| 3+ There is eyery org ,of. Law, except the 
Popiſh, to Jultihe a rzgulated, Uſury. © + +, i 54 
_ *Tis Juſtified by'the Law of Neceſſity and Uts- 
ty; Hamane Society, as now circumtanaee, 
would fink, if all Uſury were ;ImpraRticable.,: 
. Tis Juſtified by the Law of Equity; it isvery 
equal that a man ſhould partake in the - benefits 
which his ejtate. procurgs. for. anaher- man. 
Yea, it ſagy os the duty of | nother man, te 
+0e me an Uſary ;; namely when he gains. 
_ Poſlefions 4 - would .be.. kniquity . in. hg 
to do otherwile :, and certainly then, it:cannaes 
be a Sm, for. me te take that which it 15 hisids: 
ty to grve. EC et 44.61 
Tis juſtified by the Law . of parity; there. .is 
no manner of rga{un, why. the Uſury of {wp 
{ hou 
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Mould be more faulty, chan chat of any: orber 
thing ; tor Money is as really Improvrable a thirg 
a« any other; and it is rather more than le/s 

uttive 0) advantage to t.im that hath it. 
t here can be no reaſonable pretence. that ſhould 
bind me co lend my Money tor nothing, 1ather 
than any cther Commodity whatſoever : nor 
Catt a Contrat? in this caſe be more blameable, 
than in any other. ; | 

Nor is it Contrary to the Law of Chafity, 
that a man ſhonld expe& ſome:hing for the 
ſupport: & comtort of his own Family, for tha 
$r6fit able uſe; which other men make of tho's 
things. whereof ke is himſelt the Proprietor. 

4- Neverthtleſ-the Law of Charity is to re- 
yu our Uſury, that it may not become Un- 

ful, by the bitmg Extrewity, into which it 

may otherwiſe be cariied. | 
' "It is an eternal and a glorious Rule of Chas 
ric, that in dealing with a Neighbour, a' man 
mult propoſe his Neigbborrs advantage, as well 
as bis own, and he ſhould not propcſe to. make 
his ewn advantage, by adding to his N igbhours 
miſery. Moreover, when the general Rules of 
Charity oblige a man to relieve the Neceflice; 
of a N-ighbour, and to remit of what he 
might have exafted from a Neighbour, if 1c 
not been tor theſe Neceſlities ; Uſ#ry mult 

not ſuperſede that Cherzty. 

Wheacs allo, to demand Uſury from the 
D 3 Por, 
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Poor, When we accommodated them -tor 
their meer neceſſary Suſtenance and Subſeſtente, 
is a ſin; *tis a ſin likewiſe to refuſe helping 
the Poor, becauſe we would , keep all chat 
we have to ſerve the deſigns of Uſury, « 

Nor can it þ& any other than a f», .to 
require as much for Uſury -as for He; 
which are carfully to be diſtinguiſhed ; 
And an 174!: Uſury, which is when mea. 1g 
confine th mſelves co the way of living -up- 
on Uſury, as to render themſelves otherwiſe 
unuſeful unto the Publick : This is juſtly 
become a thing, of an evil charater. But 
yet in all theſe things, the Application of 
thc Rules of Charity, is to be leit unto a mans 
own Conſcience, which is to be adviſed from 
the Word of God, with the beſt helps of 
underſtanding that Word.  — | 

All theſe things being thus conſider'd, the 
ſeveral declamations of the Amtients againſt 
Uſury, muſt be of no farther account with 
us, than theic diſcourſes againſt Limning, 
or Swearing, or Fighting, or Sitting, and 
Acting ia a Court of Civil Tudicatore. 
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'.-CASE XXE 
A QUES TI ON. 


TWhether it be in the power of men Jo Stajs 
| DAYES of Religions Worſhip ? 


1. TO Time is to be made Holy to the 


Lord, but what is made Holy by 
the Lord: and if there be no Infitution of 
God, the Great Lord of Time, for a Stated 
Time to be made Holy to himſelf, *tis a 
Superftition in any man to make it fo. 

2. Very ſenſible is the difference between 
Taking @ Time, to do a Sacred Work, and 
_ a Wark to kcep a Stated Time; The 


Light of Nature tells us, there muſt be a 


Time for every work ; but it is only the 
Fourth Commandment of God, | that ſeparates 
one time from the relt, tor the conſtant per- 
ſermance of Religious Work upon it. | 

3. To eſteem any good work the better 
for its being done on ſuch or ſuch a Re- 
tn of Time, which God hath not in His 
Word ft apart tor ityis to make the Time it ſelf 
a pare of the Worſhip; and it is an unwar- 
rantable Impoſing upon Heaven with our own 
Inventions, 
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4 Solemn Humiliaridns , and Thankegiving 
are moral duties to be obſerved, Pro caufis 
et temporibus, And the Dire&ion of Divine 
Providerce, in laying before us the Freſh Occas 
ſims of them, is to be regarded ; which can- 
not be done, if they be mace Perpetual. = 

5. The Church of 1/#gel, kept no days of Re 
ligious Worſhip, except what were of Divine In- 
ſiitution. The days of Purim are by a different 
Hebrew word for chem plainly inimaed, to 
have been of no other Character, th Fes 
Commemorations ; and beſides, Mordecaj who or- 
dered them, was a Prophet. The' teaſt of De- 
dication among the Jews, can have: nothi 
pleaded for it, from the Preſence of our Lofd at 
Te; nor were the former Dedications of the 
Temple under anv. Anniverſary Commemorationg, 

6. *Tis not a Work, but a Werd, that muſt 
SanTifiz @ day ; and if an Extraordinary work 
of God, were enough to prefer one day before 
another, for the Devotions of Chriſtianity , the 
* Pruteitant Kalender, muſt ſoon be as full as 
| © the Popiſh. 
| 7. When the Apoſtle blamed the Galatians 
for Obſcr ving of Days, which God himfelt had 
Inſtituted ; much more does he blame us, if we 
celebrate ſuch days as only Men have Dewiſed. 
And when the Apoſtle forbad the Coloſſians, to 
let any man Fudge them in reſpett of an boly day, 
be ſutfess not us to ſacrifice our Chriſtian Liberty 

| | unto 
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and, humane Impoſitions of Stated #1ly days 
upon: in nar. 2 Prinate perſon, to impois them 
woon himſelf. '_ +. - ene +; 


CASE XX... 
A. QUESTION. 
* Whether it he Lewful to Eat BLOOD? 


XJE judge it lawful to Ezt Blood for the 
* Y.. following Reaſons. | | 
x. Plain are the words. of the Apoſtle. Rom. 
14 14; 1 know and om perſwaded by the Lord Fe- 
ſas, that there is nothing unclean of it ſelf : In which 
'paſſaze, there may be reſpet unto thoſe words 
of the Lord Feſus. Matt. 15. 11x. Not rbat which 
goeth into the mouth, defileth the man, 

- 2. The Scriptures or-the New-Teftament give 
an allowance tor eating of ell ſorts of meat, 
wherein Blood is included. The Scripture ſpeaks 
of lim, as an Orthodox man. Rom. 14. 2. Who 
believeth he may eat all things ; Intimating that.ic 
was from weakneſs of Faub, and .ignorance int 
the Dodrine of the Goſpe], to dcubr about it. 
The Scripture condemns the Superſticion .of 
thoſe, x Tim. 4 2, 4. Who abFlain from meats, 
which God bad created to be received with thanks- 
giving ; for nothing is to be refuſed : It nothing 
then ſure not Bled, . The Scripture permits us 
1 D4 that 
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that Literty, 2 Cor. 10. 25. Whatſo®ber is fold i 
the Shambles, that eat, asking no queſtion for Con- | 
ſcience ſake 3 now it was uſual to Sell Blood in | 
the Shambles. | 

2. The uſe of Blood in Medicme is not queſtion'd: | 
the Spirit and the Powder of Blood, is by the 
warrant. of the Sixth Commandment, freely 
uſed for our Health : why then ſhould the uſe 
of Blood in Diet, be any Queſtion. 

4 If a thing Strangled may be eaten, then 
Blood may be ſo too ; but Chriſtians do not 
ordinarily Scruple to eat a thing Strangled ; And 
the Eating of a thing which dies of it ſelf ( which 
is the ſame caſe ) was never unlawiul for the 
Gentiles. 

5. The reaſon of the precept forbidding Blood 

to the Jews, was meerly Ceremonial ; namely, 
| becauſe Blioud was Typical of that great Blood, 
\ that makes Attonement for our Siss $5 and be- 
jj © cauſe, being the Organ of [ife,) it muſt be S+1- 
cred unto God, the Author of Life » now ſince 
the Blood of our Lord Jeſus *Chrift has been 
ſhed, every Precept, which was only Ceremonial, 
is abrogatec', x 

6. The torbidding of Blood unto Noab, Gen. 
9 4. ſeems to have been of Living Blood, and 
for the prevention of that Bleody ferocious, in- |: 
humane diſpoſition, which was then prevailing 
in the world ; and -all the Commandments | | 
given to Noah, were not: Moral, ' 

| 72, The |: 
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- 7, The forbidding x Nd unto the Pri- 
ive Chriſtians, A#s 15.13 was a Temporary 
Advice, for the avoiding of Scandals. It would 
not only have prejudiced the Fews againſt all 
Chriſtianity, but alfo it ſhould kave confirm'd the 
Pagans in their 1dolatry ; for the principal 'in- 
tanglements of their [dolatry lay in thefe four 
things, Idolatbytes, Fornication, Blood, and Stran- 
gulates 3 Which are elſe where Summ'd up in 
ewo, the Eating things Sacrificed unto Idols, and 
committing Fornication : "To forbear theſe things, 
was to teltifie a Renuncjation of Heatheniſm ; to 
uſe any of theſe things among the Heathen, 
was to juſtifie their Devi/-Worſhip. Now the 
world is in other Circumſtances ; and, Ceſſatio 
cauſe, efficit ut ceſſaret obſervatio, Fornication yet 
remaining upon other, ard tarther, and moral, 
and more general accounts a Sin. 


CASE XXII. 
PROPOSITIONS; 


Touching the Uſe of Significant CEREMONIES, 
in the Worſhip of God, not Inftituted by Him. 


I. HE Signs of Internal, are Parts of Ex- 

ternal Worſhip ; in both whereof, the 
great God hath Commanded us to Glorifie Him 5, 
even with our Spirits and 'with our Bodies 
which are His, ag 
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ere Are. Need Ceremenies, W ”* 


does dire& 
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are Wy in Exerciſes of Religion,byt as Expreſſ 
ons of Civility to the People of God, 29 
whom we Aſſemble for the Woukly of 
and theſe are to be diſtinguiſhed from hg 
Afions which we apply to the Lord 
 Joamediately. 

4- There are Ceremonies appointed for ſome 
ſgnification of Iaward Graces, and Mexal Duties, 
in the Worſhip of God 3; which without that 
Appointment, would not lignific what they do ; 
And its the Per 2 ot God alone to ordaiq 
'all ſuch rites as 

5. For men to pc upon them, to declare 
what Ceremonies of Worthip, the God of Hea- 
ven ſhall Accept and Reward and Bleſs, other- 
wile than he bath himſelf, in his Holy Law de- 
cared, 'is a very Criminal Preſumption ; And 
'this Pride of man, has generally -been chaſtiſcd 
with a manifold Curſe of God. 

6. The Second Commandment, forbids not all 
Images ( or lignificant Ceremonies ) in the 
bes of God, but, Thy making them for thy 
e 

\ 7. The Autheriey of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; as 


Jr 1 £9 J "Y 
the glorious ay - 'Prophet of his Church; 
is prophanely invaded, when the Worſhip of 
God ( with the Sipnificane Ceremonies of it ) is 
taug bt L the Inventions of men, — _ 

8. The Sacred Scriptutes profounce it an 
Argument ſufficient for the rejzeting and con- 
demning' of any thing in'the Worſhip of God 2 
If God himſelf hath not preſcribed it. Thus, 
For: 7. 3. They did that which 1 Commanded them 
not, neither came it into my beart. Thus, Heb. 5. 
14. Of that wer \nothing. Thus, Levit, | 
J ». 1. They offered range fire before the Lord, 
which be Commanded them not, © 

9. "Tis very certain that under the Old Tefta- 
ment, there was not one Significant Ceremony al- 


| lowed in the Worſhip of God, but what God 


himſelt had Inſticuced. It che Churches of the 
New Teftgment will proceed in this matter with- 
out a Divine Inftitwtion, let them then produce | 
their Charter. | 

10. The Apoſtolical writings to the Galati- 
ans and the Coleſſians, forbid us to practice any 
Significant Ceremony in the Worſhip of God, | 
which God himſelf had once Appointed, bur 
now Abeliſhed ; much leſs may we now 
" any which God never Appointed at 
9”. | 


CASE 
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EAT IT 
PROPOSITIONS; 
Concerning, SELF KILLING, 


" A Lbeit there are ſeveral Caſes, wherein a 

man may do an Aion, which will Even- 
tually and Unavoidably ſhorten his Life ; Ne- 
vertheleſs for a man: to do any A#iom with 
ſuch a Defgy, is an unlawful and a very Cri- 
minal thing. He that ſhall dire#ly intend the 
Abbreviation of bis own Life, in any Action 
whatſoever, is therein guilty of a Adurderous 
Aion. For, 

1. By the Law of Natare, the Soul of man, is 
to affet Union with his Body; and no man 
bates his own Fleſh. Self-Killing is contrary to 

2. The Law of Scripture, forbids the Shedding 
of mans Blood, and the prohibition of Murder 
by that Law extends unto Ones own ſelf as 
well as another. 

3. *Tis very certain, that in the duties en- 
joyned by the Second Table of the Moral Law 
every man tis firſtly concern'd for himſelf ; an 
ſelf-leve is to give the Meaſure of our love to 
our Neighbour, He that. ſeeks his own Death, 
do's proclaim his hatred of all the World. RE 
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4. God who has given to man, a power 
over the life of other Creatures, has given 
him no power over his own, God has pre- 
ferv'd this prerogatiye unto himſelf, 1 kill, 
and 1 make alive..: Dn: 
5- Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath coms+ 
manded us to ,Prey.; every Day for the' Means 
of Life, even our. daily Bread : By conſequence 
then, tor /ife it felf. But it we; muſt prop 
for life, *tis very plain, we may not ſorter; it« 
6, While we Live,we have many Opportunities 
to Glorify the God of our Life, which we cannot 
have, when this Life is ended. And it is vik 
Ingratitude, Impatience, and Impiety tor a 
man to throw away thoſe Opportunities. 
+7. Every man is a Member oft the Commun; 
ty and Society wherein he Lives; and ik is an 
Unrighteous thing, for him to deny, and fo to 


defroy at once all the Service, which God has - | 


made him capable of duing in that Commur, 


7 | 
8. Self-Slaughter always proceeds from Evil 
Cauſes. , As Pride, Sorrow, Deſpair, Cowardife ; 
Things condemned. in -the Word of God, 
And no Good Cauſes can be aflignfd tor ic, No 
pretences, no excuſes will be found of any 
weight, in thz ballances of true Religion. - 
y. Fiye Suicides are mentioned in the Bible z 
and every one of them are mention'd with ay - 
Il merk upon, them. | 
$M | Corollary, 
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32. - Corollary. ' 
. Hence, notwithſtanding our hopes for then 
that under madneſs, lay . violent - hands upon 
themſelves, *tis neicher fok nor”fit for' bs to be 
very free, in! ont 9 Heyy hopes, ' for 
thoſe who bave done fo, wrthant full evidence 
ef ſuch ſympromes upon them, whatever imay 
have been their former Converſation. © 


 .CASE XXV. 
A QUESFT-ION, © 
Whether the- Games of CARDS, or DICE, be 


:. Lawful to be uſed, among the- Profeſſors of the 
'- - Chriſtian Religion? fn 


I; Here-is at the- Teaſts + great ſuſpicion, 
[ broughc on the lawfulneſs of theſe 
Games by the Lottery which they turn npon. 
Lots being mentioned in the Sacred Oracles 
of the Scripture; as uſed enly in weighty Caſes, 
and as an ackiiowledgment of God Sitting in 
ment, With a delire 6f his Power and Pro- 
widence to be manileſted, and not without. an 
Invocation of God for the end of ſtrife, thergjn 
implyed : They cannot be made the fools afid 


peris of our common Sports, withoug at leaſt 
uch 
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ſyeh _atr; Jppeadaaice of evil as is forbidden in 
the: Word of God. It 7 $1229 
4, 2%. The: General'Rules which ity all Revreatt 
ons are to be obſerved, are ſo generally - ranf- 
greſled in theſe Games, that ordinarily it can 
be no other than'a fin to aſe-thef. 

Theſe Diverſions Faſcinate the minds of 
thoſe that pratice them, at' ſhcl 'a "rate, that 
it ever thoſe pecſons come to be Conveited 
afito God, they! birterly ſameti the [Aof5: of 
time, in which 'that peaRtice :has involv'd 
them, And the many other paſſions and 
follits almoſt | infeperable from theſe ot wh 
ogs, render :the.\ Diverſions themſelves t 


Sins againft the Commandments; which prohi-- 


bit che Ewvils thereby .oecafioned, | 
-:.3- The Scandal of theſe Games, declares it a 
ſcandalous thing for Chrifiavs to''meddle- with 
them, 

-.The 11 Charattey given'to theſe Uſage, not 
only by Chriftians of all forts and ranks, - 4nd 
in all ages, whoſe juſt inveAives againſt chem' 
would fill Volumes ; -- but -by©the- ſober ' and' 
moral Pagans alſo z has broupht'them among. 
the 'things of . evil | report, which by Chriſtiane 
az. to. be avoided; That mans heart is its 
ordinately ſet upon Play, who had rather do 
things under 'ſuch 'an univerſal” condemnation, 
than. forbeac+a- little play, that may certainly' 
be forborn_ without/ any damage at all. - . 

s is SEO 4. Gains 
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4 Gains of: Mohey or . Eftate by | Game); 
the Games what they will, are a -ſinful 
violation of the -Law of Honefty and Induſtry 
. Which God has given us, GY 


CASE .,XXVL 
PROPOSITIONS, 


Touchs the Ref ft that is due to PLACES 


JOl Places were appointed under the Law 
.of old, by; the Great: Lew-giver of. 1/ 
zee, partly to prevent Ids/atry among the peo- | 
ple, but chiefly, co :diret the rboughts: of the | 
taichiul unto che: Meſſiah, (wherein God was | 
reſolved to dwel} for ever. Notwithſtanding * | | 


- 4, There is now -»o place which renders: the 
Worſhip of God more acceptable for irs being 
there performed... It is forergld: concerning the: 
times of the Goſpel; in Zeph. 2. 11, Men 
ſhall worſbip him, wyery one from his place. 

It is tarctold;'in Mal. 1. 11. In every place 
Incenſe ſhall. be offered to my. name, and a pure 
er ing. 0 | 
Is foretold, in Fob. 4. 24. That the Spiri- 
tual Worſhip of God, ſhall naw 'be. accepted with 

him, in ocber places as well as in Ferufalom, 
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ws We are commanded, in zx Tim. 2. 8. That 
men pray in every place. There is a truth in the 
famous Dr. Uſhers obſervation, I times of Perſ+- 
cution, the Godly did often meet in Barns, a 
ſuch obſcure places, which were indeed publick, be- 
Cauſe of the Church of God there, as wherever the 
Prince is, there is the Court, though it were in a 
Foor Cottage, | EY 

"There were parts of Worſhip in the Meſaick 
Padagogy, which could not be performed any 
Where but at the Holy Places appointed. There 
are no parts of Worſhip confined unto any 
Faces under the New Teſtamemn. 

They who expe&t the. Divine Regard for 
what they do in the Werſhip of God, becauſe 
"tis done in this or that place, de not pray, /vok- 
ing towards the Temiyle ; our Lord Jetus Chriſt 
the true Temple of God, is therein over looked: 

2. To prepare and repair Places for the Pub- 
lick Worſhip of God, and keep thoſe places in” | 
ſuch a condition, that they be nor unfit for the 
ſolemn Exerciſes of Religion ; "This is: but an 
a&t ot Obedience to him, who when he re- 
quires Worfhip from us, doth alſo fuppoſe that 
there muſt be places for it ; but the ſetting of 
thoſe places off, with a Theatrical Gaudineſs, 
does not ſavour of the Spirit of a true Chriltt- 
an ſimplicity. - A RPE 

3- While the Duties of Divine Worſhip are 
performing "it any _ an Agrecable _ 
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-epce is to be maintained in thoſe places, not fo 
much out 6: reſpe& unto the Places, as untg 
the duties therein performed, and the perſons 


' concern*d with us in the Duties z nevertheleſs 


the Synagogues alſo dre to' be conlider'd as, The 


. Houſes of Ged. 


4. To offer affrouts unto Places buile for the 
Worſhip of God, with deſign therein to affront 
the Worſhip for which they are Euilt, is a vile 
Impiety ; nor will the' Great God, held them 
gwiltleſs, who ſo take His Name i vain. 

5. Places intended for the Sacred Worſhip 
f God; may lawfully be put into any Civil 
Service, for which they may be accommoda- 
ted, at the times when the Sacred Worſhip is 
xfot there #0 be attended ,, fo tar as contempe of 


God and his Ordinances, goth not naturally 
and” neceſſarily tollow the:eupon ; even as 


Courts were kept in the Symagoues among the 
Jews. 
CASE XXVIL 
A QUESTION. 


Whetker Baptiſm is 10 be adminiſtred by any but 
che Ordained Miniſters of our Lord Teſus Chrift ? 


IVAFE find no Commiſion or Permiſſion from 
| our. Lord Jeſus Chrift, tor any to be 
the Adminiſtrators of Bapriſmy except mot, 


| | 
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whoſe Work it is, by His * IEA to Preach 
the Goſpe!. Mat. 28. 19. | 

And none have a Commiſſion to make- the 
Preaching of the Goſpel their work, but fuch as 
are, with the Call of the Faithful thereunto, 
ſet apart for that work. Rom, 10. 15. | 

Baptiſm is a Seal of the Covenant. For any 
but an Officer to apply the Seal, in the Name 
of the Great King of Heaven, is a prefi.mprr:- 
ous Arrogance. 

Baptiſm is one of the Evangelical 141ſeries. 
And none but Stewards in the Houſe of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, may pretend unto the Dil- 
penſation of thoſe Myſteries. | by 

The - Apoſtolical Writings intimate, That 
fome are Sent to- Baptiſe, Hence none are to 
Baptiſe, but thoſe that ate Sews. | 


11, As both the Primitive and the Proteſ/ans 
Churches, have ſignified chceir Diſike of Bap- 


f£:/m Admigittred by Common' Hands ; thus, 


the Diſorder and Confuſion, and the Contempr 
of the Inſtitutions ot the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which would be thereby Introduced, is a 


{ufficient prejudice againſt ic, 


111, The Original of the Allowance and 
Countenanee given in fome Churches, unto 
undue Adminiltrators of Baptiſm, hath been 
fron; groſs Errors in the minds of men, 
= | EK 2 about 
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abeut the Neceflity and Operation of that 
Sacrament, thereof, Nen privatio, ſed contemptus 
damnate 


CASE XXVII. 
SENTIMENTS; 


About Authorizing Perſons to Preach, where thers 
are no Gathered Churches, 


CUESTION I, 
T Hether meet perſons, deſigned for 
the Service of the Goſpel, in places 


where no Churches are = Settled, may. not and 
ſhould not, be Ordaized thereunto ? 


Voted in the Affirmative. 
2g UESTIOM 1 
Whether it be not Adviſcable, that perſons 
thus Deſigned, be Recommended by the 
Churches of which they are Members, unto the 
adjacent Elderſhip for Ordination ? 
Pp, ved in the Affirmative: 


QUESE. 
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QUESTION 1h. 


Whether it be Convenient, for Perſons to be 
Employed, in the Conftant Preaching of the 
Goſpel, without a previous Examination, and 2 
Solemn Separation for it ? 


Vited in the Negative. 
A PROPOSAL. 


Wit Teas the moſt Heavy and Waſting 
uber of Heaven, upon our Di- 
ſtreſſed 


nd, Londly Call upon us, no longer 
to Delay the Taking of ſome hitherto untaken 
ſteps towards the REFORMATION of our 
Provoking Evils, and the Recovery of Praftical 
Religion, in our Hearts and Lives, 
Among other Expedients in order thereunto, 
we cannoe but Recommend it, as very Ad- 
viſeable, That the ſeveral Churches, having in 
an INSTRU MENT proper for that purpoſe, 
made a CATALOGUE of ſuch Things, as 
can Indiſputably be found amiſs among them, 
do with all feriouſnefs and folemnity paſs their 
VOTES, That they count fuch "Things to be 
very Offenſive Evils, and that Renouncing all 
Dependence on their own ſtrength to avoid 
fuch Evil, they Humbly Ask the Help of the 
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Divine Grace, to Aflit them in watching a? 
gainſt the ſzid Evils, both in —_ and 


in one another. And that the Church: Mem- 
bers do often Refle& upon theſe their AC- 
KNOWLEDGMENTS, and PROTESTATI- 
ONS, as Perpetual! Monitors unto them, to pre- 
vent the Miſcatriages, wherewith too many 


Profeſſors, are too eaſily overtaken. 


CASE XXIX 
A QUESTION, 
Whether " Perſons may be Admitted into Baptiſm p 
" © but ſuch as are Members of a Particular '. 
Fes - Church ? ' 


Te was unanimouſly Agreed ; 


£ be ſach as do proſefs the True Chrifian 


Religion, and do not by any Fundamental 
Error in Dodrine, or by a Scandalous Converſa« 
7: contradict that Profeſſion ; They and their 
Children, do belong unto the Viſible Church, 
nnd have Right unto Baptiſy; Whether they 
be Joyned i1 Fellowſhip, 'with a Particular 
Church, or not. | Their aFual and open. giving 
wp themſelves with their Children, to the ' Lord, mn 
: he Covenant of Grace, is here alſo ſuppoſed, as re= 


qui{te anro their actual Enjoyment of Baptiſm. ] 
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FJ Aving ſeriouſly conſidered the Methods of 
Invigorating the Deſign toRecord 1!luſtrious 
and M=morgole Events of Providence, through- 
out t'is Country ; It was Agreed, That there 
ould be' Drawn up, conv-nient PROPO- 
SALS, for the forwarding this Deſign, and 
that theſe Propoſals being P.inted, further care 
ſhould be taken, to dilperſe them into the 
Hands of all the Mimifters throughout the 
Land ; | which was done accordingly. , 


Certain Propoſals made by: the PRESIDENT 
and FFLLOWS of Harvard Cilledge, To 
the Reverend MINISTERS of the*Goſpe}, 
in the ſeveral Churches of New-Englang. 


I O Obſerve and Record the more Illu- . 
ſtrious Diſcoveries of the Divine Provi- 
dence, in the Government of the World, is 2 
Fefizn fo Holj; fo Uſefnl, fo juſtly Approved, 
thac the too ' general N:gle& of it, in the 
Churches of God, is as juſtly to be Lamented 


11. For the Redreſs of that N:oleR, although 
all Chriſtians have a Duty Incumbent on them, 
yet it is in a peculiar manner to be Recom- 
mended unto the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to 
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Ce C721) _— 
Improve the ſpecial Advantages, which art in 
their Hands, to Qbtain and Preferve, the 
Knowledge of ſuch notable Occurrents, as are 
Sougbt out by all, that have Pleaſure in the Greas 
Works of the Lord. 


111, The Things to be Eſteemed Memordble, 
are eſpecially, all Unaſual Accidents, in the Hea- 
wen, or Earth, or Water; All Wonderful Deli- 
werences of the Diſtreſſed } Mercies to the God- 
ly : Fudgments on the Wicked : and more Glo- 
Aous Fulfilments of either the Promiſes, or the ' 
Threatnings, in the Scriptures of Truth 5 with 
Apparitions, Pofſeſſions, Enchanmtments, and all 
Extraordinary Things, wherein the Exiftence. 
and Agency of the Inviſible World, is more {en- 
fibly demonſtrated. 


IV. It is therefore Propoſed, That the Mi- 
niſters throughout this Land, would Maniteſt 
their Pious Regards, unto the Works of the Lord, 
and the Operation of His Hands, by Reviving 
their Cares to take Written Accounts, of ſuch 
REMARKABLES ; bur ſtill well attefted with 
Crevible and Sufficient Witneſſes, 


> 13) 
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P. It is defired, That the Accounts thus ta: 
|} ken of theſe Remarkables, may be ſent in, unto 
* che PRESIDENT, or the FELLOWS of the 
| Coiledge ; by whom they ſhall bg carefully Re- 
| | ſerved 
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J 
ſerved, for ſuch an Ule to be made of them; 
as may by Tan? te Aﬀſembly of Miniſters, be 
jadged moſt Conducing to the Glory of God, 
_ F 


h we danbe not, that Rog # the 
Nam of Gea, will be Motive enough unto all 
Good Men, to Contribute what Afliſtence: 
they can, unto this Undertaking ; yet for 
further on—_— ent, ſome Singular Marks 


| - Aanpoy Studied, for fach Good 


as "will ghd aflift it, by my 
Pains, to Communicate any Important - 
Rges proper to be Inſerted in Feis Colle&-- 


eaſe Wather Preſident 
es Allen 
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the. -F pay: | 
the Neceflities of the Publick require. A Par 


I. Ie is a principle Embraced among all 


_ Wellinformed Chriſtians, That no 


Calling is 
Leffel 
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Louful, but what 1: ofa unto- Hamane . $0- 
ch in ſome of it Intereſts.” Eve 3s 
be ina Calling, it Tendency, "to make an 
Addition unto the 'Enjoyments. and ; Intereſts 
of Humane Society, no Chriſtians may fec' it up, 
The 'Oracles of Heaven, tell 'us, Chriſtians 
muſt Legrm to Profeſs. Honeſt Trades for Ne 
eeſſary wſes, To Net up a Lottery is to ſet up 
a Calling. But though. this or that ' particular 
man may be a Gainer ;* yet it would puzzle 
any man to tell, what Neceſſary, or Conve- 
'nient ' Uſes, of Humane Society, where 
Lottery is opened; are at all' Served. 

"Minds, the Bodies, the Riches, the Defence, ot 
the Regular Delights, of Humane Society, 
ee "by . this Lottery, no Addition made unto - 
them, © ©" Es ol 


& 


_ MI. Not only the Undertakers of 'a Lottery, 
have a 'certain Gain 'unto themſelyes, from 
Humane ' Society; -but' fo likewiſe have They, 
who in the Lottery, draw the Tickets of Benefit ; 
and every one that: Ventures, doth © it with a 


Defirs' to fall upon thoſe Tickets in the Draw- 


ing. *Tys very certain, That, for "this Benefit, 
none of theſe can precend, that they do any 
'one Thing Beneficial to Humane Society. ey 
only Hire * the Undertakers, to Transfer the 
Eſtates of others unto "them, without any 
Service done” by them, 'to the Intereſts of any 


oth 


__ 
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#hers under Heaven, But we do net judge 
This pleaſing ynto God, that mens Rights be 
ordinarily Transferred from one to another, 
meerly in a way of Reference to Divine Pro- 
vidence, without conſidering any Service there- 
in intended anto the Community, or any 
Help. to mankind in its true Intereſts. Nor 
5s venturing in a Lottery. on thore, of the ſame 
Nature wich venturing in a Merchandiſe at Sea. 


IV. In a Lottery fo contrived, that when al 
the Prizes be drawn, they do not up, 
and fetch out, near the whole Sum that was 
depoſited by the Adventurers, there is a plain 
Cheat upon the Dooges The Undertakers in 
fuch a Lottery, only Reſolve to pillage the 
people of fuch a confiderable Sum ; and In 
vite a Number to Afiiſt them in their A&jon, 
with Hopes of going Shares with them in th 
Advamage ;- and iuch is the Corruption 
gmankind, that the meer Hopes of getting the 
Riches of other men, without the doing of 
any Service to them tor it, will Engage men 
to run the Hazard of being Looſfers. 


* Upon the whole ; We cannot Approve its 
that any particular perſans do either, under» 
take, or. councenance any ſuch Lotteries, as 
have been ſometimes p aciſed in other plac 
And the danger which: thers is, left the 
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of mn; once ad in . theſe Loffedier, .* 
—_ "unto a multitude of other Diſordeth, : 
ſo the Ruine of their Employments and theit 

Families, does further move us, to withold 


*| our Approbation from them. 

" - —_ ac 

, AT A | 

c General Meeting of | 

«| MINISTERS 
4 FROM 

Ul | 

in| Diverſe parts of the Province of the 


he Maſſachuſetts Bay ;. Aſſembled at 
. Boſton, May @7» 1697. 


th The Fvllowing Ioffrument, wes ally Signed ; 
| Which is bere Inſerted Publithed 
the Itt Perpetuam: Rei Memoriam. } 


JE Miniſters of the Goſpel, in the 
Churches' of New-England, being made 
Senſible of the Tendencies, which there are 
> Its among us, towatds Deviations from the Good 
Otder, wherein our Churches-have- according 
, & [te the Word of che. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, been 
on | happily KALER -and& Continued : 


— op __—_— Do 
. - 


Purpoſe, | by./the Help | ot | our Great Lord, 
'mentain.,in; our fcveral- Places, the Purity, 
] dn Fellowſhip, «nd Liberties \,of our Churches, 
| n all choſe Principles, which we appre- 
bend Eſſential ro the Congregational 
Chuarch-Difcipline, hicherco Proiiled in 
theſe Churches. And, thaf. we will in matters 
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homag Clark 
. -,, Peter Thacher, - 5 , 
- Sec. Ve, Kee. 


_ With ms more. . 
IV 
þ ry 46> PIT EATENSE 2.0 


A ILSS « 
4A9AS. 


Do. here . Dedae® 2h Lublecibe, our full 


of. Moment calling for it, -nnſually Adviſe, 
and Afliſt, and * Hearken to, each other in | 
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AGE 28. line T5. for reſerved read 
referred, Pag. 43-1. 12. f. Word r. Work. 


